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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


Series updated since the August 1995 issue are: labour 
forge, industrial disputes; housing finance, building 
approvals, price index of established houses; average 
weekly earnings; retail turnover and average retail prices; 
and new moter vehicle registrations. 


Notable movements in this issue include: e 
* The trend estimate for the number employed in the 


ACT has climbed steadily over ihe last six months 
(3.0% or 4,900 people). In August 1995, 158.500 


number of dwellings financed during June 1995 
decreased by 1.3 per cent to 616 dwellings in the 
ACT: recording the lowcsi estimate since Februaty 
1991 (612) and the fifteenth continuous monthly 
decline (from a peak of 1.097). 


The trend for the total number of ACT dwelling units 
approved declined for the ninth conseculive month, 
with 157 dwelling units being approved in June 1995, 


people were employed in the ACT: up 8.6 per cent of ® The price index of established houses for Canberra fell 
_~ * ; We by 2.1 per cent in the June quarier 1995 and 
1.000 persons from the previous month. This increase 4.0 per cent over the year to June quarter 1995, 
was affected by the trend growth of 1.5 per cent or Nationally, the index decreased by 0.7 per cent in the 
eee an employed a eT tose by June quarter 1995, bui increased by 1.4 per cent over 
.6 per cent (or 200 persons) to 12.800, which was the year. 
cnlirely due to the rise in maic unemployment. ; 
However, the participation rate for the ACT also rose * The ACT average weekly total earnings for a 
by 0.4 percentage points (an additional 900 people to employees in May 1995 was $611.30; an increase o 
the labour force) to reach 74.2 per cent. The trend 1.1 per cent from February 1995 and 1.? per cent over 
unemployment rate for lhe ACT was on par with thal the past twelve months, The national level of average 
for NSW at 7.5 per cent, and below the national level earnings now stands at $548.50, which is an 
of 8.2 per cent. 0.6 per cent increase from February 1995 and 
3.0 per cent over the preceding twelve months. 
* There were 100 working days lost due to imdustrial . . ; 
disputes in May 1995 fe tho ACT, Nationally, there ® The trend estimate for retail turnover m the ACT for 
were 63 disputes involving a loss of 87,500 working July 1995 was $186.8 million, an increase of 
days in May, representing a substantial increase in the $1.7 million (0.9%) over the previous aes 8 
number of working days lost over the previous month turnover. This percentage merease was the hig est 
(28.600 working days). This was the highest number reported growth of all States/Temitories. The major 
of working days lost in a month for Australia since contributor to the increase in ACT retail turnaver was 
November 1994, For the ACT, the number of days lost recreational goods retailing, up $0.6 million or 
per thousand employees for the year ending May 1995 4,8 per cent {not published in ACT Business 
was 6, compared to the national figure of 83 days. indicators). The national trend retail turnover has 
- increased by 0.8 per cent over the last 12 months, 
® The trend series for the value of housing commitments compared to 7.8 per cent for the ACT. 
financed in the ACT fell to $62.4 million for June . . ar 
1995, a decrease of 1.6 per cent fram the previous * The trend estimate for new motor vehicle registration 
month, This is the fifteenth continuous monthly for the ACT in July 1995 was 1.059, a slight decrease 
decline in the value of housing commitment financed of 0.5 per cent from June 1995, but 14.6 per cent 
in the ACT. Nationally the trend series incrcased higher than the previous year. The national movements 
slightly by 0.9 per cent in June. The trend for the were # 0.4 per cent decrease Irom June 1995 and an 
increase of 7.9 per cent over the year. 
Dalma Jacobs 
Statistician Australian Capital Territory 
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, SEPTEMBER 


Period 
Short-term 


June qir |994-Sept. qtr (994 
Sept. gir 1994-Dec. qtr 1994 
Dec. qtr 1994-Mar. gtr 1995 
Mar. qtr ?995-June qtr 1995 
June gir 1995 Sept. qtr 1905 


Medium-term 


June gtr 1994-June gtr 1995 
Sept. qtr 1994-Sept. gtr 1995 
Dec. gtr 1994—-Dec. gir 1995 
Mar. gtr 1905- Mar. qtr 1996 
June gtr 1993—June gir 1996 


QUARTER 195/HINE QUARTER 19% 
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE 


(per cent} 


Australian 


Capital 


Territory 


Australia 


TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, SEPTEMBER [995 


indicator 


POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR 
POPULATION, December gtr 94 

Natural increase 

Nei migration 

Total inerease 


LABOUR FORCE, August 94p 

Original series 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate{a) 
Parlicipation rate{a} 
Long-term unemployed (July 95) 
Long-term unemployed as percentage total 
unemployed (July 95)(a) 

Trend series 
Fmployed 
Unemployed 
Unemploymem rate(a} 
Participation rate(a) 


JOB VACANCIES, May 95 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, May 95 
Working days lost 
Days lost per ‘000 employees (year ended May 95) 


BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSING FINANCE, June 95 
Secured commitments to individuals for 
Original series 
Consteuction of dwellings 
Purchase of new dwellings 
Purchase of established dwellings 
Tatal housing commitments 
Seasonally adjusted scrtes 
Total housing canmifnents 
Trend series 
Total housing commitments 
BUILDING APPROVALS, July 95 
Onginal series 
Develling unsts 
Value of new residential 
Vatue of residential aNerations and additions 
Vatue of non-residential 
Value of total tutlding 
Trend series 
Thawelling units 


BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, March gtr 95 
New houses 
Value of houses commenced 
Value of non-residential building commenced 
Fatue of total commencements 


Australian Capital Territory 


Australia 


Change from Change from 


previews sante period 
Latest period previous year 
Unit figure {tl (%} 
"000 301.7 0.1 08 
no. 813 13.9 49 
no. 615 439.5 17.6 
HO. fOR 87g aha 
“000 158.4 0.1 28 
“O00 12.6 9.0 14.2 
vo Ft 0.6 0.7 
Yo 73.9 O.3 1.8 
no. 2 692 -0.5 70.6 
"Yo 24.3 0.8 3.6 
"000 158.5 o.6 2.4 
‘000 Ig L.6 To 
% Wa | 0.3 
Ye 74.2 0.4 l4 
“000 1.3 316 
000 01 100.0 oo 
no. 6 20.0 2.4 
$m 1G.1 60.3 - 
$m 10.3 -3i7 - ART 
Sm 40.5 ~1h6 29,8 
Sm 73.9 i4 37.3 
Sm 59.3 6. 349 
Se 62.8 fé — 3&9 
no. 232 51.6 219 
$m 28.2 785 -— 
$m 4.7 46.9 9.6 
$m 12.3 8 R0.9 
Sn 45.2 45.3 — 537 
ne. La? -428 40.3 
fe, 316 15.3 — 148 
$m 37.3 —11.4 -- 7d 
$m 55.5 —24.3 - 65.3 
$m 1I8¢ 264 --534 


Latest 
figure 


17 938.5 
33 O42 
& 798 
44 R40 


Change from Change from 


previous 


same period 


period previaus year 


(M4 


ROR be 


oo 


: : I: 
Soo oS Boers 


—We 


(Ya 


295 
147 
~ 147 

173 


75 
- Fo? 


27.1 
- 236 
0.9 
30.2 
— 6.6 


— 323 


154 
9.9 
73 
-~46 


For footnotes see end af table. 


TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, SEPTEMBER 1595 -- contimed 
Australian Capital Territory Australia 
Change from Change from Change from Change from 
previous same period previous same period 
Latest perivd previous year Latest period previous vear 
Indicatar Chart figure (4) (P4) figure ft) ec 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION - continued 
PRICE [INDEXES 
Established house price index, June qtr $5 (1989-90=] 00.0) 1241 21 -43 112.4 0.7 L4 
Price index of house building materials, June 95 (b) 134.9 0.1 2.2 (58.0 -O4 2.4 
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, June gtr 95 (1985-90=1 00.0) 
Food 116.7 03 48 113.7 0.4 4.8 
Housing 110.7 1.8 15 104.7 18 10.9 
Transportation 122.) 2.0 37 118.8 La 4 
Al groups L476 if 5.0 fi6.2 ig 45 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, May 95 
Original series 
Males 5 718.56 1.5 0.46 652.70 04 44 
Females § 516.50 0.7 4.1 429.90 0.2 17 
Total persans § 616 20 LG 23 54816 - if 
Trend series 
Males $ 711.40 0.6 — 653.80 0.9 41 
Females $ $11.30 1.1 a4 430.30 0.7 24 
Total persons f 6f 4350 fl if 548 50 ne cA) 
RETAIL TURNOVER, July 95 
Ovipinal series 
Food retailing $m TB 0.6 i3.1 A TR7.S 23 93 
Department stores Sm 25.0 1.1 17.4 RRO? - 249 12.4 
Hospitatity and services im 30.7 1G.8 5.1 1] 695.4 46 8.0 
All other cetailing fm 44.9 24 5.4 4110.5 0.6 63 
fotal ant 182.4 4.) a4 9 474.9 ié &3 
Trend series 
Fond retailing $m 74,4 0.4 13.4 3 855.3 0.7 10.3 
Department stores $m 24,45 7 43 967.2 1.1 5.1] 
Hospitality and services $m 30.4 0.7 5.2 L 719.5 0.2 a9 
All other retailing $m 57.3 12 4.0 3 2238.45 0.7 47 
fatal fon 186,65 Ag 7a 9 7467.5 7? &n 
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT 
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, December gtr 94 
Onginal senes 
Room ntghts “000 25.8 0.4 f.! 9 051.2 i4 64 
Takings at current prices $m 1K.4 - 2.1 0.5 796.9 49 12.3 
Takings at 1989 -90 prices $m 14.5 - 13.2 - 12.7 624.3 3.6 47 
Seasonally adjusted series 
Room tights ‘000 204.1 46 1.0 8 878.1 2.9 64 
Takings at current prices $m 17.7 6.8 1.7 770.5 4.3 174 
Takings at 1989 90 prices $m 14.0 - 186 11.4 612.3 I? 3.8 
Trend series 
Room nights ‘000 205.8 ~ 45 0.7 8 840.5 2.2 6.5 
Takings at current prices $m 18.1 ~EL 3.4 7672 4.0 12.4 
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 15.2 ~ 44 -32 619.6 0.4 V4 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS, July 95 
Moter vehicles no. 902 -27.7 0.3 52 935 -IL6 1.9 
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no. 926 — 19.7 4.2 52 O38 24 2.6 
Trend motor vehicles no. 1 054 -05 14.6 55 O42 —04 74 
AGGREGATE INDICATORS 
STATE ACCOUNTS, March gtr 95 
Original series 
Ciross State product al average 1989-%) prices $m 1 $76 - 113 2.7 90 887 ol 4.2 
Gross State product af current prices $m 2277 - 107 3.4 iO 448 ~R2 549 
State final demand at average 1989. 90 prices $m 2721 vi 0.6 97 | 54 - O4 45 
Privale final consumption cxpenditure $m 1 254 - $9 4.8 68 115 - Tb 71 
Private yross fixed capital expenditure $m 243 16.2 E3 17 253 15.8 #4 
Trend series 
Gross State product at average 1989-90 prices Sm 2 106 0.8 3.9 104 (87 0.5 40 
Gross Siale product at current prices $m 2 439 14 a7 114 225 1.2 3.8 
Stale final demand ai average 1989 -90 prices Sm 2 900 04 O8 103 274 0.9 58 
Private final consumption expenditure $m } 443 14 4.5 71 130 [8 71 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 279 0.4 6.1 19712 0.7 13.0 


{a} Change shewn in tems of percentage points. (0) ACT data 1986-87 = 100,00, Australia 1945-86 = 100.0 
Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6302.0, 6203.0, 6302.6, 6321.0. 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0. 6416.0, 8501.0. 8634.0, 8634.8. 8731.0, 8752. 040.001, 8762.0.40. 001, 


S301} 


TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA 


Latest 
indiearar Unit period NSW Fic. Qld ‘A WA Tas. Np ACT Aust. 
aN 
POPULATION “000 Dec. git $4 6081.2 4487.0 32339 L4719 17th 472.6 172.7 301.7 &7 9385 
LABOUR FORCE 
Employed persons (trend) “000 Aug. 95p 2766.5 20696 15154 660.2 832.8 200.0 79.1 158.5 8 282.9 
Unemployment rate (trend) % Aug 95p 75 86 8.9 97 71 a5 8.1 7S 8.2 
STATE ACCOUNTS 
Gross State product at 
1989-90 prices (tremf) $m Mar. gt 95) 35324 9027-332 17 151 7 230 il 746 2 127 1 182 2 106 104 [87 
Gross State product at 
current prices {trend) $m Mar. gr 95 38906 29859 E& 674 8310 12 740 2 422 1 237 2439 #14 225 
BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dweiling units approved no. July 95 4 1 2 082 2657 576 1 203 213 119 242s 254 
DBwedling units approved {trend} no. July 95 4045 2218 Zz BIS 510 1 341 224 173 157 Li 339 
Value of non-residential 
building approved $m July 93 373.2 131.4 147.9 36.4 55.1 95 7 12.3 F729 
Value of all buildings approved $m Jnty 95 881.3 361.8 408. t 90.6 1719 29.3 20.7 45.2 2009.0 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering construction 
work done $m Mar. qtr 95 = 1 G85.6 604.9 664.4 156.8 472.8 50.5 50.4 343 3019.3 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) = § May gir 95 671.60 644.20 = 605.70 616.70 = 643.80 605.90 659.20 735.10 646.10 


RETAIL TRADE 
Retail turnover (trend) Sm July 95 JA4L32 22496 1] 8225 764.2 O7ET 239.5 113.4 186.6 9 HTS 


HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 


Room nights occupied {trend) ‘000 Dec, qtr 94.9 3025.4 14094 2 SRS $03.3 7874 263.0 307.2 204.8 §& 8405 
NEW MOTOR VEHECLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend no. July 95 19197 (2516 fl 360 3 424 5417 1 188 680 1059 55 042 
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth Hobant Darwin Canberra Aust. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
{1989.90 100.0} 
Food June qtr 95 114.0 LLL? 114.5 115.7 115.7 116.1 115.4 116.7 113.7 
Housing June qtr 95 106.6 102.0 110.7 162.2 99.0 104.5 115.5 110.7 104.7 
Transportation June qtr 95 116.8 1149 117.4 1214 121.4 117.2 116.4 122.1 118.8 
All Groups June gtr 95 115.4 116.2 116.9 118.8 114.9 117.1 116.8 117.6 116.2 
Average retail prices (conts} 
Milk, carton, supermarkel sales | titre Aug, qtr 95 108.0 {13.0 110 110.0 112.0 120.0 100.0 169.0 na. 
Bread, white loaf, sliced, 
supermarket sales 680 g Aug. gtr 95 179.0 160.0 173.0 139.0 163.0 15.0 185.0 183.0 na. 
Beef, rump steak | ke Aug gir 95) 1260.0 11200 LL380 19210 LIZ00 11480 12580 E iR60 na. 
Chicken, frozen | kg Aug. gtr 95 295.0 321.0 294.0 323.0 324.0 346.0 459.0 362.0 na. 
Potatoes I ke Aug. gtr 95 98.0 137.0 106.0 87.0 121.0 mA 123.0 110.0 ha. 
Coffee, instant 150 g jar Aug. gtr 95 573.0 561.0 602.0 546.0 583.0 653.0 §20.0 568.0 na. 
Scetch nip, public bar 30 mi Aug. gir 95 306.0 260.0 242.0 316.0 457.0 251.0 296.0 274.0 na. 
Private motoring -—- petrol, 
leaded 1 litre Aug. utr 95 70.6 TLL 63.8 72.0 75.4 75.4 76.4 75.0) ne. 


Private motoring --- petrol, 
unleaded 1 litre Aug. gtr 95 68.6 49. | 6L8 69.1 734 73.4 744 70 na. 


a_i 


TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES 


indicator 
POPULATION 


LABOUR FORCE 
Employed persons (trend } 
Unemployment rate (trend a) 


STATE ACCOUNTS 
Gross State product at 
1989 00 prices (trend) 
Ciross State product at 
current prices (trend) 


BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dwelling units approved 
Dwelling untts approved (trend) 
Value of non-residential 

buitding approved 
Value of all tuildings approved 


ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering construction 
wark done 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) 


RETAIL FRADE 
Retail turnever {trend} 


HOTELS MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) 


NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
(E989--90= 100.0) 
Food 
Housing 
Transportation 
Ali Groups 


Average reatl pnces (cents) 
Milk, carton, supermarket sales 
Bread, white lvaf, sliced, 
supermarkel sales 
Beef, rump steak 
Chicken, frozen 
Potatoes 
Coffee, tnstant 
Scotch nip, public bar 
Private motoring - -- petrol, leaded 


Private motoring -— petrol, unleaded 


Latest 
perlad NSH 
Dec. ytr 94 0.2 
Aug. 95p 0.3 
Aug. 93p - O.1 
Mar. qtr 95 0.5 
Mar. qtr 95 1.0 
July 95 13.1 
July 95 - 0.6 
July 98 22.8 
July 93 18.9 
Mar. gtr 95 9-11? 
May. gtr 95 1.4 
July 95 0.48 
Dec. gtr 94 3.0 
July 95 ~ 10 
Syd. 
June qtr 95 0.5 
June gir 95 2.1 
June qtr 95 1.2 
June gtr $5 1.5 
Aug. gir 95 0.9 
Aug. gtr 95 imal 
Aug. gtr 95 0.6 
Aug. qir 95 — 2.6 
Aug. qtr 95 -84 
Aug. qtr 95 —1.7 
Aug. gtr 95 1.3 
Aug. gtr 95 2.5 
Aug. gtr 95 3.5 


Fie. 
Lem 


1.6 


1.8 


39 
49 
1.3 
0.7 
—44 
tf 
0.8 
0.9 


Old 
0.5 


Ad 
ol 


0.3 
-0.1 


WA 
0.3 


-@.l 


Tas NT ACT 
_— a4 0.1 
01 Og 0.6 
a1 0.2 O.1 
Lt 0.8 0.8 
1.9 1.7 14 
19 24.2 51.6 
26 6k —4.8 

36.7 — 85.9 0.8 

- 433 — FO 45.3 

25,3 4) 4 24 
0.6 O.7 [.3 
4 0.4 0.9 
24 12.2 i) 
1.5 ~ 2.2 — 0.5 


Hobart Darwin Canberra 


0.6 0.7 
1.8 22 
1.8 1.3 
og 1.3 
76 1.6 
0.56 nee 
0.6 2.6 
1.1 44 
6.4 Ok 
27 1.2 
- 0.5 1.0 
4.0 ob 
4] 2.6 


al 


AS 
mm Sha bo oe oo 


Aust, 
O72 


OL 
-0.1 


fa} Change shown in terms of perentage points, 


Nete: Figures in the above tables are vicher preliminary. final or revised (o previously published figures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with ABS Information 
Services if the status of the statistic is important. Symbols used in this publication. — nil or rounded to zero, na — not available, p — preliminary data: ap. 
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